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CORONAVIRUS 


UK switching to online classes 
for 2 weeks after spring 


Beshear: 
Avoid 
crowds, 
including 
church 


BY ALEX ACQUISTO 
aacquisto@herald-leader.com 


All Kentuckians should 
avoid crowds and large 
gatherings, including 
church services and other 
community gatherings, in 
an effort to prevent com- 
munity spread of novel 
coronavirus, Gov. Andy 
Beshear warned Wednes- 
day morning. 

The Demo- 
cratic gover- 
nor said he is 
closing state 


prisons and 

similar cor- 

rectional 
Andy facilities to 
Beshear visitors and 


urged em- 
ployers to let employees 
work from home whenever 
possible. He also said state 
employees are restricted 
from non-essential travel 
outside Kentucky and urged 
private employers to follow 
suit. 

He asked school districts 
to develop plans to close 
schools on short notice. 
While no mass closures of 
schools are necessary yet, 
Beshear said, it’s “very 
possible that in the future 
we’re going to have to ask 
schools in Kentucky to close 
down for a period of time.” 

No new people tested 
positive on Wednesday for 
novel coronavirus in Ken- 
tucky, Beshear said 
Wednesday afternoon. 

A total of 11 cases were 
tested: 10 came back nega- 
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Students walk on the University of Kentucky campus in January. The university will switch to online only classes amid growing concerns. 


Louisville and Western Kentucky made similar announcements 


BY DANIEL DESROCHERS 
ddesrochers@herald-leader.com 


The University of Kentucky 
will transition to online in- 
struction for two weeks after 
its scheduled spring break next 
week in an effort to curb the 
spread of novel coronavirus, 
officials announced Wednes- 
day. The University of Louis- 
ville and Western Kentucky 
University made similar an- 
nouncements. 

In a campus-wide email, UK 
President Eli Capilouto said 
the university will remain open 
and that staff operations will 
continue as normal. Research 
and health care activities will 


continue as planned. Campus 
events will be evaluated on a 
case-by-case basis. 

UK dorms will remain open 
during the two weeks of online 
classes and students will have 
the option to participate in 
class from their “apartments, 
home community or any other 
location,” the email said. 

All UK-sponsored or en- 
dorsed travel internationally is 
suspended indefinitely, and all 
travelers arriving from Europe 
and Japan will be required to 
self-isolate for 14 days after 
their arrival in the U.S. before 
being allowed back on cam- 
pus. UK also “strongly dis- 
couraged” domestic travel. 

“This is an uncertain and 


Coronavirus fears cause drop in 
passengers at Blue Grass Airport, 3A 
Lexington’s St. Patrick’s Day festivities 
canceled, 3A 


anxious moment for all of us,” 
Capilouto said. “The best 
thing to do is control what we 
each can control: our own 
health and travel habits. Be 
mindful of your wellness and 
be attentive to the wellness of 
others. It is what communities 
do.” 

A growing number of colleg- 
es and universities across the 
country have been stopping 
in-person classes, instead 


opting to finish classes online, 
as the World Health Organiza- 
tion declared the coronavirus 
outbreak a global pandemic. 
Some schools, such as Berea 
College, have announced 
they’re ending the semester 
outright. 

The University of Louisville, 
which is currently on spring 
break, said it would extend 
spring break through March 
17, then transition to online 
classes between March 18 and 
April 5. 

University of Louisville Pres- 
ident Neeli Bendapudi said in 
a campus-wide email that the 
university would suspend 
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NCAA bars fans from men’s 
and women’s tournaments 


BY ALAN BLINDER 
New York Times 


The grandest annual exhibi- 
tion in college sports - the 
NCAA men’s and women’s 
basketball tournaments - will 
be played without spectators in 
the arenas as the United States 
grapples with the deadly 
spread of the coronavirus. 

The move, announced 


CUSTOMER SERVICE 


To subscribe or report delivery issues, 


800-999-8881 or kentucky.com/customer-service 


Wednesday, is intended to 
allow the games to go on, 
largely satiating fans who plan 
to watch on television, but in a 
dramatically different playing 
atmosphere that is certain to 
change the tenor of the tour- 
naments. 

“T have made the decision to 
conduct our upcoming cham- 
pionship events, including the 
Division I men’s and women’s 
basketball tournaments, with 
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only essential staff and limited 
family attendance,” Mark 
Emmert, the NCAA president, 
said in a statement. “While I 
understand how disappointing 
this is for all fans of our sports, 
my decision is based on the 
current understanding of how 
COVID-19 is progressing in 
the United States.” 


The NCAA privately reck- 
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Spectators watch from the stands during a 2019 NCAA basketball 
tournament game in Dayton, Ohio. Fans can't attend this year. 
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